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TAGS: PGOV, OAU, UG, GW 

SUBJECT: UGANDA AND THE OAU 

THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAS PASSED US THE EOLLOWING REPORT 
FROM THE FRG EMBASSY IN KAMPALA ON THE OAU INFORMATION 
MINISTERS MEETING IN KAMPALA. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

( 1 ) PRESIDENT AMIN ON NOVEMBER 7, L977 OPENED A 
CONFERENCE OF THE MINISTERS OF INFORMATION OF THE OAU 
COUNTRIES. DELEGATIONS FROM ABOUT FORTY AFRICAN 
COUNTRIES PARTICIPATED IN THE OPENING CEREMONIES, WHICH 
TOOK PLACE IN ARUA (IN THE NORTHWEST OE THE COUNTRY) 

AND EEATURED THE INAUGURATION OF UGANDA'S FIRST 
SATELLITE RECEIVER STATION. THIS SATELLITE STATION 

IS OF THE TYPE STANDARD B, WHICH WAS BUILT BY THE 
AMERICAN HARRIS CORPORATION, AND ENABLES UGANDA TO LINK 
UP DIRECTLY WITH INTERNATIONAL TELEPHONE AND TELEX 
COMMUNICATIONS AND TO RECEIVE AND TRANSMIT INTERNATIONAL 
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TELEVISION PROGRAM 

(2) IN HIS OPENING SPEECH, AMIN SAID THAT THE TOP 
PRIORITY FOR THE CONEERENCE SHOULD BE TO SET UP A 
PAN-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY. THIS PROJECT, WHICH HAD 
ALREADY BEEN CONTEMPLATED WHEN THE OAU WAS FORMED, 
SHOULD BE REALIZED SINCE IT WAS ONLY IN THIS WAY THAT 
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AFRICA COULD BECOME INDEPENDENT FROM THE BIG WESTERN 
NEWS AGENCIES. 

(3) AMIN TIED HIS REMARKS TO ATTACKS AGAINST THE 
WESTERN NEWS AGENCIES WHICH, HE SAID, WERE RESPONSIBEE 
EOR CONTINUING THE EXPLOITATION OE THE AERICAN 
COUNTRIES. TO THIS END, THEY HAD TRANSMITTED FALSE 
NEWS AND PROMOTED CONFLICTS AMONG AFRICAN STATES. THE 
BALANCE OE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE WESTERN NEWS AGENCIES 
WAS NEGATIVE EOR AERICANS. 

(4) AMIN PROPOSED OEFICIAELY THAT HIS COUNTRY BECOME 
THE SEAT OE THE YET-TO-BE-CREATED NEWS AGENCY. IN THIS 
CONTEXT, HE NOT ONEY CITED UGANDA'S GOOD GENERAL 
INERASTRUCTURE AND EXCELLENT TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
EACIEITIES, BUT ALSO STRESSED THAT UGANDA, AS A 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNTRY, WAS INDEPENDENT OF WESTERN 
INELUENCES. 

(5) AMIN SAID ANOTHER URGENT TASK OE THE CONFERENCE 
WAS TO DISCUSS THE ARAB LEAGUE'S PROPOSAL FOR FORMING 
A JOINT COMMITTEE OE THE MINISTERS OE INEORMATION OF 
THE OAU AND ARAB LEAGUE. 

(6) EVALUATION: IN THE OPINION OE SEVERAL CONFERENCE 
OBSERVERS, THE CONEERENCE MOST PROBABLY WILL NOT 
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ACCOMPLISH MORE THAN A GENERAL RESOLUTION CONCERNING 
THE CREATION OE A PAN-AERICAN NEWS AGENCY. THUS FAR, 

THE DELEGATES HAVE NOT BEEN PROVIDED WITH ANY DETAILED 
INEORMATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WOULD EACILITATE 
CONCRETE DELIBERATIONS. 

END TEXT. 

STOESSEL 


EIMITED OFEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN19898 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770445-1233 

Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712106/aaaadmga.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: bfe55dfc-c188-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 115538 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UGANDA AND THE OAU THE FOREIGN OFFICE HAS PASSED US THE FOLLOWING REPORT FROM THE FRG EMBASSY IN 

KAMPALA ON THE OAU INFORMA 

TAGS: PGOV, UG, GE, OAU 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/bfe55dfc-c1 88-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



